Appendix D

Worcester County Developmental Center’s Public Participation Plan
Worcester County Developmental Center provides outreach though numerous local outlets. We work closely with the Worcester and Wicomico school districts and meet with families and staff throughout the year.  We are closely involved with families and students as they transition out of the schools and into the world of work.  

Summary of outreach during last plan year below. 
1. Through our close relationship with the Worcester County Schools, we have contacts with their language teachers who will provide assistance with translation or interpreting if the need arises.

a. We did not have an occasions to contact Worcester County Schools language teachers to provide assistance with interpretation or translation.  We will keep this outreach contact; however, in case the need does arise in the future.
2. We are a member agency of the United Way and have information on their website. In addition, we are called upon throughout the year to speak to people and organizations in the community about our services.
a. We continue to maintain our agency information on the United Way’s website and update the information and add events as they arise.

b. An agency representative spoke at approximately 25 United Way events/ meetings throughout the three years of this plan.  In addition, through our partnership with the United Way, we conducted tours of our agency with students from local elementary, middle and high schools.  
3. Yearly, we speak to local civic organizations, such as the Lions, Optimums and Optimist clubs and churches. We appear on local television shows and regularly place articles in all the local newspapers about our programs and our services.
a. An agency representative spoke at the local Lions and Lioness club meetings once each per year in the covered years. In addition, an agency representative spoke at at least one meeting during the covered years to the following groups: Atlantic General Hospital, Snow Hill Rotary Club, Worcester Youth Group, Chamber of Commerce, Knights of Columbus (each year), BNI (each year), Holly Center, Garden Club, and Kawana Club.  
b. We attend, yearly, the Worcester Tech Transition Night.  

c. We’ve also given tours at our facility to a number of the clubs listed – Salisbury School, Pocomoke Middle School, Kawana Club, Garden Club, and Knights of Columbus. 
d. Agency representatives spoke on a local radio station each year of the covered years.  We also had a float each year in the Ocean City St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
e. An agency representative joined a local committee, S.W.E.E.T., a school to work transition program that works with local counties and the local community college.  The representative attended 5 S.W.E.E.T. meetings during the covered years.  

f. Lastly, we attended a number of job fairs during the covered three years.  We attended three at Wor-Wic Community College, one at Stephen Decatur High School, Three at the Salisbury Mall hosted by the One Stop Job Market, 10 at the One Stop Job Market, and we hosted a job fair at our agency.  
4. We work with State agencies such as the Developmental Disabilities Administration and the Division of Rehabilitation Services to provide services, supports and information to clients and caregivers.  WCDC also has an auxiliary, The Friends of WCDC, whose purpose is not only to support the mission of WCDC but also provide outreach and support to others in the community who live with a disability. 
a. We worked with the Division of Rehabilitation Services and Developmental Disabilities Administration and the Office of Health Care Quality on a weekly basis during the three years covered in order to better support the individuals we serve.  
b. The Friends of WCDC put out thirty newsletters during the years covered.  In addition, they hosted a family picinic each year, a Finnegan’s Wake, and a hold monthly meetings.  

c. An agency representative spoke at five delegation meetings, three Town Council meetings in Berlin, MD, and spoke to the Worcester County Emergency Planning Committee on one occasion.  
